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Synopsis

The American Reader is a stirring and memorable anthology that captures the many facets of
American culture and history in prose and verse. The 200 poems, speeches, songs, essays, letters,
and documents were chosen both for their readability and for their significance. These are the words
that have inspired, enraged, delighted, chastened, and comforted Americans in days gone by.
Gathered here are the writings that illuminateA¢a —a swith wit, eloquence, and sometimes sharp
wordsAg¢a -4 ssignificant aspects of national conciousness. They reflect the part that all
AmericansA¢a -4 *black and white, native born and immigrant, Hispanic, Asian, and Native

American, poor and wealthyA¢a -4 *have played in creating the nation&#39;s character.
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Customer Reviews

"Patriotic in the best and broadest, nonpartisan, and large-spirited sense.""-- Booklist"'The
American Reader is a splendid collection of the words and sentiments that have shaped our nation.
It belongs in every American home."-- E. D. Hirsch, author of "Cultural Literacy""This unique
multicultural patchwork of political and literary American writ-ings-some famous, some virtually
unknown-is a treasure." -- "USA Today""Far more than a marvelous collection of text and images,
Ravitch’s anthology is also a journey through the American democratic experience. And by showing
us the contributions diverse Americans have made to articulating our common democratic ideals
and to our efforts to live up to them, Ravitch has provided a sourcebook of unity for our ‘teeming

Nation of nations.’"-- Albert Shanker, former president, "American Federation of Teachers"



Diane Ravitch, a historian of education, is Research Professor at New York University, holds Brown
Chair in Education Studies at the Brookings Institution, and is a Fellow at the Manhattan Institute. A
former Guggenheim Fellow and recipient of many awards, she is also the author of the recent book

Left Back: A Century of Failed School Reforms.

We gave an earlier edition of this book to a former intern of ours from Beijing, China. He’s learned
more from this one book than the average American seems to know about our great country these
days, at least according to many surveys we’ve seen. We wish more Americans would buy and read
this book. It is full of amazing insights into our country’s cultural heritage that come direct and
unfiltered from a highly diverse group of first-hand participants in our country’s most pivotal events

and movements.

If you teach American Literature or American History, you need this book! Pieces from The

Mayflower Compact to Ronald Reagan’s speeches. It’s a great resource to have, especially for high

school AP courses.

Required reading for my son’s class...

Great to have in your library. Recommended for anyone that enjoys collections of great quotes.

Book was okay.

This book contains material that the schools of today should be talking about and are not. I'm going

to give each of my children a copy.

Good

The book was in great condition. It was easy reading although it included a glossary which was

great for those words misunderstood. Thank you.
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